BATTLE

The Abbey of St. Martin at the place of Battle

On Friday, i3th October, 1066, Harold, King of the Eng-
lish, took up his position on a ridge called Teiham Hill
seven miles north-west of Hastings, where now stands the
Abbey of 3t Martin at the place of Battle. Then, the hill was
only marked by an apple tree. At the base of the hill Harold
ordered his men to dig a fosse and set up a palisade. This done,
the Saxon troops gave themselves up to feasting and drinking
with cries of * wassail' and * drinkheilf while their minstrels
sang of their deeds in battle. The Saxons might well have felt
elated for they were fresh from the victory of Stamford Bridge
and their celebrations had been cut short by the news that
Duke William of Normandy had landed at Pcvcnsoy to claim
the throne of England

Meantime the Norman army, having marched from Hast-
ings, was encamped opposite Tclham Hill A spirit of almost
religious fervour prevailed among them and that night Odo,
Bishop of Bayeux, and Geoffrey de Coutancc went through
the host administering the Sacrament. When morning
dawned William could see the English drawn up on their hill
with the Dragon of Wessex and Harold*a standard of the
Fighting Man waving in the centre, where stood Harold, his